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What’s the difference between vision screening and an eye exam?

In contrast to vision screening, a comprehensive eye exam can facilitate diagnosis of visual problems. It
involves the use of eye drops to dilate the pupil, enabling a more thorough investigation of the overall health
of the eye and the visual system. The American Academy of Ophthalmology advises parents to seek a
comprehensive eye exam if:

Their child fails a vision screening.

Vision screening is inconclusive or cannot be performed.

Referred by a pediatrician or school nurse.

Their child has a vision complaint or observed abnormal visual behavior, or is at risk for developing eye
problems. Children with medical conditions (e.g., Down syndrome, prematurity, juvenile idiopathic '
arthritis, neurofibromatosis) or a family history of amblyopia, strabismus, retinoblastoma, congenital
cataracts or congenital glaucoma are at higher risk for developing pediatric eye problems.

« Their child has a leaming disability, developmental delay, neuropsychological condition or behavioral
issue.
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